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LOCAL MEETINGS 

NEW YORK BRANCH 

During the season of 191 1 the New York Branch of the American Folk- 
Lore Society held the following meetings. On January 20, 1911, Dr. 
Robert H. Lowie read a paper on " Mr. Van Gennep's Contribution to 
Mythology." The lecturer emphasized several important issues referring 
to the origin and growth of myths. An animated discussion followed, in 
which Dr. Boas, Dr. Frachtenberg, Dr. Goldenweiser, and the lecturer 
participated. The Branch met again on February 24, to hear Miss Louise 
Haessler's paper on "Two Sources of the Beast Epic." In the subsequent 
discussion Dr. Lowie took the lead. At the next meeting, on October 31, 
the Treasurer's report was read, after which the President of the Branch, 
Dr. Joseph Jacobs, suggested a plan for bringing the New York Branch of 
the Folk-Lore Society into touch with the educational system of the city. 
The proposal met with the approval of the other officers of the Branch, 
whereupon the President undertook the elaboration of ways and means 
towards the realization of the plan. The discussion was followed by a 
paper read by Professor Franklin H. Giddings, on "The Individual and the 
Group." The brilliant and suggestive paper provoked a heated discussion 
participated in by Messrs. Lowie, Spinden, Goldenweiser, and President 
Jacobs. 

At the meeting of December 12, Dr. Joseph Jacobs addressed the Branch 
on "Folk-Lore and Education." Several gentlemen prominent in the 
educational life of the city were present, and the President's plan suggested 
at the previous meeting was discussed, but for the time being no definite 
course of action was determined upon. The lecture was preceded by a 
meeting of the Council, at which the officers for 191 1 were re-elected: Dr. 
Joseph Jacobs, President; Dr. Robert H. Lowie, Vice-President; Dr. A. A. 
Goldenweiser, Secretary; and Mr. Stansbury Hagar, Treasurer. Dr. Franz 
Boas and Mr. E. W. Deming were made Councillors. 



